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WHAT IS DQSH?



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1bpEzXvEz16vjiv7AQZL8HYgE0a1nyeIj/preview


WHAT IS DRAG?
A performance.

The opportunity to dress up, play pretend, and imagine.  

A persona, an extension of an identity, a reaction or response 
to a political/social situation.  

“Drag makes me feel free. Cause anything you do as another 
character feels safer than doing it as yourself.”

“When I do drag, the opportunities are endless and I can 
perform and present in any and every way.”

“There’s no one way to present as a woman nor is there one 
way to present as male. Nor is there one way to present in 
drag.”

Harmonica Sunbeam
NJ Chapter Organizer 



WHY INTRODUCE KIDS TO DRAG?
Drag points out the silliness, the thrill, and the powerful feelings of questioning societal 
expectations.

"The beauty of drag is that it reminds us that all gender expression is essentially playing 
dress-up."                                                                                                                                                                              - 
Jeremy Hawkins, Brooklyn Friends School Faculty

Drag questions the authority of gender norms, which can be very empowering for kids, 
especially for kids who don’t necessarily fit into rigid or prescribed gender roles where 
they may frequently find themselves.

“To kids, drag queens are essentially storybook princesses or superheroes come to life: 
we have over-the- top and visually dazzling costumes, we play and entertain and often 
create something out of nothing to redefine reality, and we try to spread positive values 
around being yourself and accepting everyone’s talents, whether big or small.” 
- Little Miss Hot Mess



OUR MISSION
To capture the imagination and play of 

the gender fluidity of childhood and give 
kids glamorous, positive, and 

unabashedly queer role models. 

Kids are able to see people who defy 
rigid gender restrictions and imagine a 

world where people can present 
as they wish. 



WHAT WE DO
DQSH is designed for children aged 3–8. 

Drag Queens trained by children’s librarians, read children’s books, sing 
children’s songs, and lead children in craft activities. 



OUR VISION
However children feel comfortable expressing 
themselves, experimenting with how they want to 
show up in the world, and perform themselves, 
there should be a welcome mat laid at the door of 
each library.  

That is central to work to us and we hope to every 
librarian.  

We talk about books being valuable as both 
windows and mirrors.  

Our storytellers give us a new perspective and a 
reassuring look in the mirror.  We want libraries to 
create pride and celebration of all identities.

Paradise
GNC Drag Queen
NYC Chapter



OUR SUCCESS





OFFICIAL DQSH CHAPTERS
Arizona Ithaca, NY Reading, PA

Australia Long Island, NY San Marcos, TX

Berlin Los Angeles Sweden
Boston Milwaukee Tacoma, CA

Charlotte, NC Mobile, AL Tampa Bay, FL

Chicago Nebraska Tennessee

Cleveland, OH New Jersey Tokyo
Colorado New Orleans Trenton, MI

DC, Washington New York City Vermont

El Paso, TX Oklahoma City Westchester

Greenfield, MA Palm Springs Wolfeboro, NH

Hamtramck, MI Puerto Rico



OUR PROGRAMMING
Drag Queen Story Hour 
Bilingual DQSH 
DQSH for kids with autism and other special needs 
School Visits
Gender education for teachers and librarians 

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
Makeup Tutorials
Design Workshops
Book clubs 

Angel Elektra
Westchester Chapter 

Organizer



BEST PRACTICES



SUGGESTED STEPS 
1. Write library mission statement 

2. Research and gather resources so that you’re informed about drag/DQSH 

3. Speak to administration

4. Schedule DQSH 

5. Prep admin and faculty (about three weeks before the event)

6. *Optional* Prep with families (about one week before the event)

7. Prep students (about one week before the event)



DQSH FAVORITES



RESOURCES FOR DQSH PREP





https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Ye5GvmaFCExk7KuGl9bPX8yTUd1nQHxS/preview


HANDLING PUSHBACK



TALKING POINTS
Is this program appropriate for children?

Why do we need this program in schools?

Isn’t this confusing for children? 

What if the kids have questions and I don’t know how to answer them?

Should children be exposed to topics like gender fluidity?

What if parents don’t want their children to attend DQSH?



DEEP DIVE 
When we teach teachers that their bodies are only 
professionally acceptable if they conform to a 
particular expectation, we reinforce broader societal 
messages that encourage people to evaluate bodies 
based on how they look.

We model that this is an acceptable practice for 
storytellers as well. 

When we don’t examine how those expectations are 
racialized, gendered, and classed, we implicitly teach 
that some bodies inherently belong, while others 
don’t. Drag Queen Story Hour 

Tokyo Chapter



QUESTIONS?



THANK YOU! 

Jonathan Hamilt, Co-Founder, Drag Queen Story Hour 
jonathan@dragqueenstoryhour.org 


